“Bulgakov Unlocked” (рабочий лист ученика)

LOCATION 1. The Moscow Table: Follow the Weird Route
Is it the Moscow we know or is it a parallel reality in which some things are not what they seem? 
	#
	Activity

	1
	“What Have I Seen?” – Pick a passage describing a mystic thing happening. Find the place on the map. You are a Muscovite who witnessed the event. Write down what you saw, e.g. At / in [place], a [character] was seen Ving. Write 3-4 sentences.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	2
	“Sometimes Maps Fail” – Find any route you like. Use online maps to check how long it takes to walk it. Imagine that it took Bulgakov’s character a few hours or days to walk that route. Think of 3-4 (im)possible explanations.
[Character_______________] walked from [place _______________] to [place _______________]. Online maps say it is _______________ minutes. However, it took him / her _______________ to walk the route because ___________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	3
	“Through the years” – Pick any location you like. Check the place using online maps and write what the characters actually saw and what they would see if they were there now.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

	4
	“Phantom Tram” – Pick any route you like. Check it using online maps and write about 3-4 things Bulgakov’s character would see if he or she took a bus or a tram along it today.
If this bus / tram existed today, its route would be from [place _______________] to [place _______________]. [Character_______________] would see ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	5
	“Bulgakov’s Taxi Rating” – Pick any route you like. How would Bulgakov’s character have rated it if he had taken a taxi to cover it? Provide 2-3 reasons. 
I give this route ___ stars. Reasons (e.g. “too many demonic cats”, “my clothes disappeared”, etc.): _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________


LOCATION 2. The Social Ties Table: Bulgakov’s Nearest and Dearest
Some researchers say Bulgakov had a superpower to make friends with those who later caused him trouble.
	#
	Activity

	1
	“Best & Worst Friend Awards” – Pick three people. Fill in the gaps (use ridiculous reasons as well as realistic ones.
Best friend: ______________________________________________________________
Reason: _________________________________________________________________
Worst friend: __________________________________________________________ Reason: _________________________________________________________________

	2
	“Social Network Profile” – Pick a person and fill in his or her social network profile as best you can. 
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Profession: ______________________________________________________________
I like ____________________________________________________________________
I dislike _________________________________________________________________  

	3
	“Post It” – Pick any person and write a short (3-4 sentences) social network post about his or her relations or pastime with Bulgakov on his or her behalf.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	4
	“Historical References” – Pick any person and write a recommendation note on Bulgakov’s behalf for him or her.
I, Mikhail Bulgakov, recommend _______________ for the position of _______________. Skills: ___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	5
	“Party Invite Logic” – Pick two people who you would never invite to a party together. Write who they are and explain why (would there be an apocalypse, a silence for 40 years?..).
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








LOCATION 3. The Music Table: A Soundtrack for a Life
What music played in Bulgakov’s head as he was writing about Voland’s ball? 
	#
	Activity

	1
	“Wrong Scene, Right Music” – Listen to any piece you choose. Find out how Bulgakov used it in his works and compare his associations with yours. Summarise Bulgakov’s and your associations in 2-3 sentences, e.g. Bulgakov included the piece in a passage describing… I find the music … and would use it to / when… 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	2
	“Bulgakov’s Mixed Playlist” – Close your eyes and pick 3 random pieces. What kind of a soundtrack could they be together?
First came _______________, then _______________, suddenly _______________. This could be the soundtrack of __________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	3
	“Opera vs. Folk” – Pick one opera and one folk, popular, etc. piece. Write down what they say about themselves and who your personal winner is and why, e.g. Opera says: “I am dramatic!” Folk says: “I am _____!” Winner: _____, because _____ (both serious and ridiculous reasons will do)».
Opera__________________________________________________________________Popular, folk, etc.__________________________________________________________
Winner: _________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

	4
	“What Would Voland Hear?” – Pick any piece you like and imagine what would Voland or any other Bulgakov’s character feel and say if the music was played to him. Summarise your ideas in 3-4 sentences, e.g. If Voland heard a fragment from the opera “Faust”, he would …
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	5
	“Songs to Cry and Dance” – Pick 2 pieces you believe to be the most contrasting ones and imagine when Bulgakov might listen to them in real life. Summarise your ideas in 3-4 sentences, e.g. Bulgakov would listen to _______________ while Ving _______________.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


LOCATION 4. The Chronological Table: Bulgakov’s Time Machine
Do you agree that the human nature remains the same, no matter if the year is 33 or 2222? 
	#
	Activity

	1
	“Right Century, Wrong Technology” – Study the passages from any work you like and imagine what its character would ask AI about if he or she could. Think of 3-4 queries.
Character: _____________________________________________________________
Queries: _______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	2
	“Time Tourist Review” – Pick any year you like, study the passages related to it and write a TripAdvisor review if you time travel.
Visited the year ___________________________________________________________ Stars: _____ /5
General impression: _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Would / would not go there again because _____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

	3
	“Bulgakov’s History Exam” – Pick any period you like and imagine you are a time-traveller who doesn’t know what year it is. Try and single out from the passages 3-4 phrases or realia that would help you understand what time you are in.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

	4
	“Time Confusion” – Pick any period you like and think of 3-4 things that Voland and his companions would do if they visited it and appeared in the novel or play related to it.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	5
	“Quantum Bulgakov” – Pick any year you like, read the passages and replace three random words with their opposites. How would this change the plot and the characters? What would have happened? Summarise your ideas in 3-4 sentences.
Words changed: __________________________________________________________
Plot, character and other changes: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




LOCATION 5. “The Master and Margarita”: The Phrases That Couldn’t Sit Still
What difference do the slightest text changes make?
	#
	Activity

	1
	“The Most (Un)necessary Change” – Pick 2-3 edits that the author made throughout years and say how they change the book and influence our understanding. Summarise your ideas in 3-4 sentences. You may be serious or you may be sarcastic…
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	2
	“Bulgakov’s Editing Mood Ring” – Read 3 variants of one and the same passage and imagine what mood Bulgakov was in as he made the edits.
In [year _______________] he was ___________________________________________. Later, in [year _______________] he was ______________________________________. 
Evidence: he changed ____________________________ to _______________________.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	3
	“The Missing Punctuation Microscope” – Scan the versions and find 3-4 tiniest changes you can see. Rate them according to their significance and explain your idea. You may be serious or not.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	4
	“Alternative Universe” – Compare the earliest and the final versions. Write what the novel would be about if the earliest version had been published. Summarise your ideas in 3-4 sentences.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	5
	“Must Be a Reason…” – Pay attention to 2-3 edits the author made. Think of why he made them (you may be serious or not). Summarise your ideas in 3-4 sentences, e.g. The dead phrase: “_____”. Bulgakov killed it because …. If you travel to 1935, do NOT say this phrase to him, or he will …. The phrase that appeared was “______”. Bulgakov introduced it because …».
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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